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Orange	
   barrels,	
   the	
   sound	
   of	
   back-­‐up	
   alarms,	
   traffic	
  
detours,	
   and	
   heavy	
   equipment	
   everywhere.	
   What	
   an	
  
exci@ng	
   @me	
   for	
   Tuscarora	
   Township.	
   Under	
   the	
  
leadership	
   of	
   your	
   township	
   board	
   and	
  with	
   the	
   help	
   of	
  
many	
   dedicated	
   volunteers,	
   a	
   number	
   of	
   important	
  
projects	
   that	
   have	
   only	
   been	
   dreamed	
   of	
   for	
   years	
   are	
  
now	
  becoming	
  reality.	
  The	
  Pathway	
  Project,	
  Marina	
  Park,	
  
the	
  new	
  boat	
  launch,	
  Streetscapes,	
  Veterans	
  Pier	
  and	
  the	
  
Tuscarora	
   Township	
   Sanitary	
   Sewer	
   System;	
   individually	
  
important	
  projects,	
  but	
   combined	
   they	
  are	
   the	
  blueprint	
  
for	
  bringing	
  Tuscarora	
  Township	
  into	
  the	
  22nd	
  century.	
  

Construction Activity Everywhere

Town Hall Meeting
For Further Updates & Facts ~ Attend

Monday Sept. 29, 7:00 pm
Inland Lakes Elementary School Gym
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The Tuscarora Township Sanitary Sewer project continues 
to move toward completion. This project is the cornerstone 
in preparing the township for the future. It will protect the 
natural resources that make Tuscarora Township such a 
special place, it will create an environment that allows for 
business expansion and investment, and most important of 
a l l i t o f fe r s the potent ia l to c reate the jobs and 
opportunities that will allow our children and grandchildren 
to remain in this community. The collection system is 
planned to be substantially complete by late fall and the 
treatment facility scheduled for completion in spring 2015. 
We anticipate the system ready to accept sewage by early 
May with hookups beginning at that time. This project is 
funded by USDA Rural Development and includes a 
$2.6 million dollar low interest loan and a $3.2 
m i l l i o n d o l l a r g r a n t . T h e g r a n t re p re s e n t s 
approximately 55 percent of the cost of the project. 
The loan will be repaid by the system users through a 
special assessment district and will be at or below the 
$8,000. amount, per residential equivalent unit (REU) that 
was agreed to by the signers of the petitions. This dollar 
amount equates to a maximum of approximately $32 per 
month per REU including interest. With the exception of 
the land for the treatment plant the cost of this project is 
entirely the responsibility of the special assessment district 
and not the township. NO ONE OUTSIDE OF THE 
DISTRICT WILL HAVE TO PAY. As of this writing 
the construction remains within budget with only 
one change order ($10,280.50 ) for an upgrade of the 
well in the Industrial Park. At the September meeting 
your township board agreed to a three year contract with 
the township engineering firm Gourdie Frasier Associates 
 for the operation and maintenance of the system. While 
we won't know the 
exact cos t o f 
operating the plant 
until we have a couple 
of years of flow data 
th i s contract w i l l 
allow us to keep the 
operat ion and 
maintenance charges 
around $27 per REU 
per month.%
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Veterans	
  Pier	
  

VETERANS	
   PIER	
   at	
   DeVoe	
  
Beach	
  on	
  Burt	
  Lake	
  is	
  nearing	
  
comple@on!	
   This	
   wonderful	
  
facility	
   will	
   allow	
   residents	
  
and	
   visitors	
   to	
   Indian	
   River	
  
easy	
   access	
   to	
   an	
   excellent	
  
fishing	
   spot	
   on	
   Burt	
   Lake	
   or	
  
just	
   a	
   spot	
   to	
   sit,	
   relax	
   and	
  
enjoy	
   the	
   view.	
   Universal	
  
accessibility	
   has	
   been	
   a	
  
cornerstone	
   in	
   the	
   design	
   of	
  
Veterans	
   Pier	
   along	
   with	
  
access	
   to	
   the	
   Pier	
   from	
   the	
  
parking	
  area.	
  	
  The	
  grant	
  from	
  
Michigan	
   Natural	
   Resources	
  
Trust	
   Fund	
   has	
   been	
   the	
  
primary	
   funding	
   for	
   this	
  
project.	
   	
  Generous	
  financial	
  
support	
   from	
   the	
   Burt	
   Lake	
  
PreservaDon	
   AssociaDon,	
  
Fami l y	
   and	
   Co rporate	
  
FoundaDons	
   from	
   around	
  
the	
   State	
   of	
  Michigan,	
   local	
  
business	
   owners	
   and	
   many	
  
residents	
   have	
   made	
   this	
  
facility	
   possible	
   without	
  
other	
   public	
   funding.	
   	
   Our	
  
Township	
  will	
  be	
  justly	
  proud	
  
to	
   share	
   this	
   Veterans	
   Pier,	
  
named	
   to	
   pay	
   tribute	
   to	
   our	
  
Na@on's	
   Veteran's,	
   with	
   all	
  
who	
   enjoy	
   the	
   Indian	
   River	
  
a rea .	
   An	
   open ing	
   day	
  
recogni@on	
   event	
   will	
   be	
  
held	
  this	
  Fall	
  with	
  dedica@on	
  
ceremony	
  planned	
  for	
  Spring	
  
2015.

Sewer Update!



Tuscarora Township 3546 S. Straits Hwy. Indian River, MI 49749     September 19, 2014

Pathway  & Streetscape !
The	
   pathway	
   is	
   complete	
   and	
   being	
   enjoyed	
   by	
   local	
   school	
   children,	
   adults	
   and	
   visitors	
  
alike.	
   It	
   has	
   proven	
   to	
   be	
   a	
   real	
   asset	
   linking	
   the	
   recreaDon	
   trail,	
   state	
   park	
   and	
   school	
  
campus	
  to	
  the	
  downtown	
  business	
  area.	
  	
  The	
  project	
  was	
  completed	
  using	
  grant	
  funds	
  from	
  
MDOT	
   Traffic	
   Enhancement	
   Program,	
   Safe	
   Routes	
   to	
   School,	
  Michigan	
  Natural	
   Resources	
  
Trust	
  Fund	
  and	
  captured	
  revenues	
  from	
  the	
  DDA.	
  DDA	
  project	
  coordinator	
  Cindy	
  PoquePe	
  
says	
  ”The	
  pathway	
  was	
  a	
  beau@ful	
  dream	
  eight	
  years	
  ago	
  when	
  we	
  started	
  this	
  mul@-­‐funded	
  
project.	
  Now	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  beau@ful	
  reality	
  and	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  heartwarming	
  to	
  see	
  so	
  many	
  folks	
  of	
  all	
  
ages	
  using	
  it.	
  

The	
  plans	
  for	
  the	
  downtown	
  street	
  scape	
  project	
  which	
  include	
  storm	
  drains,	
  sidewalks,	
  new	
  
street	
   ligh@ng,	
   relocated	
   overhead	
   u@lity	
   wires,	
   improved	
   on	
   street	
   parking	
   and	
   repaving	
  
South	
  Straits	
  Highway	
  are	
  proceeding	
   toward	
  a	
  2015	
  start-­‐up	
  date.	
  The	
  DDA	
  and	
  township	
  
board	
   feel	
   once	
   complete	
   these	
   enhancements	
   will	
   give	
   Indian	
   River	
   a	
   fresh	
   face	
   while	
  
retaining	
  the	
  quaint	
  character	
  of	
  our	
  community.	
  

Little League Tournament at Cooperation Park!
This	
  July	
   Indian	
  River	
  was	
  chosen	
  for	
  the	
  home	
  of	
  the	
  
2014	
   junior	
   girls	
   so]ball	
   tournament.	
   According	
   to	
  
Tournament	
   Director	
   Bobbi	
   Balazovic	
   not	
   only	
   was	
  
there	
  amazing	
  talent	
  on	
  the	
  soRball	
  field	
  but	
  awe	
  for	
  
our	
  community,	
   “We	
  could	
  not	
  have	
  been	
  prouder	
   to	
  
showcase	
  the	
  gem	
  we	
  have	
   in	
  Coopera@on	
  Park.”	
  The	
  
tournament	
  drew	
  teams	
  from	
  Escanaba	
  to	
  Constan@ne	
  
and	
  each	
   team	
  brought	
  with	
   them	
  an	
   eager	
   group	
  of	
  
sports	
  enthusiasts	
  who	
  loved	
  exploring	
  our	
  community.	
  
We	
  heard	
  nothing	
  but	
  wonderful	
  comments	
  about	
  the	
  
support	
  shown	
  by	
  the	
  community	
  to	
  put	
  on	
  such	
  an	
  event	
  and	
  also	
  about	
  the	
  progress	
  and	
  
beauty	
  displayed	
  throughout	
  town.	
  Tri	
  Rivers	
  Li`le	
  League	
  hopes	
  to	
  con@nue	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  
youth	
   by	
   improving	
   the	
   Li`le	
   League	
   program	
   and	
   bringing	
   future	
   tournaments	
   to	
   Indian	
  
River.	
  Bobbi	
  was	
  adamant	
  that	
  without	
  the	
  overwhelming	
  support	
   this	
  community	
  shows	
  
to	
  the	
  younger	
  generaDon	
  none	
  of	
  this	
  would	
  be	
  possible.	
  

New Trailhead Coming Soon!

�3Tuscarora Township

The	
   Indian	
   River	
   Trailhead	
   project	
   at	
   the	
   Village	
   Green	
   is	
   about	
   to	
   become	
   a	
   reality.	
   It	
   will	
  
encompass	
   the	
   area	
   on	
   the	
   east	
   side	
   of	
   Straits	
  Highway	
   from	
  River	
   St.	
   to	
   the	
   south	
   end	
  of	
   the	
  
current	
  parking	
  lot.	
  When	
  the	
  Trailhead	
  is	
  completed	
  in	
  the	
  Spring	
  of	
  2015,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  brand	
  
new	
  trailhead	
  parking	
  lot	
  to	
  accommodate	
  trail	
  users	
  (bikers	
  and	
  walkers)	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  people	
  who	
  
are	
  visi@ng	
  downtown	
  Indian	
  River.	
  The	
  plan	
  includes	
  addiDonal	
  green	
  space	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  park-­‐like	
  
seTng	
   downtown	
   while	
   keeping	
   the	
   town	
   Christmas	
   tree,	
   new	
   sidewalks	
   connecDng	
   Straits	
  
Highway	
  to	
  the	
  North	
  Central	
  Trail	
  and	
  to	
  Marina	
  Park	
  and	
  the	
  current	
  public	
  restroom	
  building	
  
will	
   be	
   winterized	
   so	
   it	
   can	
   be	
   used	
   all	
   year	
   long.	
   The	
   Indian	
   totem	
   will	
   be	
   moved	
   and	
  
incorporated	
   in	
  a	
   stone	
  based	
  sign	
   iden@fying	
   the	
   Indian	
  River	
  Trailhead.	
  The	
  Trailhead	
   is	
  being	
  
built	
  with	
  grants	
  from	
  the	
  Michigan	
  Natural	
  Resources	
  Trust	
  Fund	
  and	
  M-­‐DNR.	
  There	
  will	
  be	
  no	
  
local	
  funds	
  required	
  to	
  do	
  the	
  Trailhead.	
  Also	
  in	
  the	
  planning	
  stages	
  are	
  a	
  pavilion	
  and	
  playground	
  
for	
  Marina	
  Park	
  to	
  be	
  located	
  just	
  east	
  of	
  the	
  trail	
  which	
  could	
  be	
  built	
  next	
  summer.	
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Election Update!
November 4th Election 

The	
  deadline	
  to	
  register	
  to	
  vote	
  for	
  the	
  November	
  4,	
  2014,	
  elec@on	
  
is	
  October	
  6,	
  2014.	
  The	
  applica@on	
  to	
  vote	
  may	
  be	
  obtained	
  at	
  the	
  
Tuscarora	
  Township	
  or	
  Cheboygan	
  County	
  clerk’s	
  office,	
  your	
   local	
  

Secretary	
   of	
   State	
   branch	
   office	
   or	
   on	
   line	
   at	
   www.Michigan.gov/sos.	
   Absentee	
   ballot	
  
applica@ons	
  are	
  available	
  by	
  contac@ng	
  the	
  Tuscarora	
  Township	
  Clerk	
  at	
  231-­‐238-­‐0970	
  or	
  by	
  
email	
  to	
  clerk@tuscaroratwp.com.	
  Photo	
  iden@fica@on	
  is	
  required	
  for	
  obtaining	
  an	
  absentee	
  
ballot	
  and	
  for	
  vo@ng	
  in	
  the	
  polls	
  on	
  November	
  4th.
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For	
  more	
  informa@on	
  about	
  how	
  your	
  Township	
  government	
  is	
  working	
  for	
  you,	
  township	
  
commi`ee	
  and	
  commission	
  mee@ng	
  @mes,	
  minutes	
  of	
  Township	
  Board	
  mee@ngs	
  or	
  how	
  to	
  
contact	
  various	
  township	
  groups	
  go	
  to	
  our	
  web	
  site	
  www.tuscaroratwp.com	
  or	
  stop	
  by	
  the	
  
Township	
  Hall.	
  Office	
  hours	
  are	
  Monday	
  9:30	
  a.m.	
  to	
  4:30	
  p.m.	
  and	
  Tuesday	
  through	
  Friday	
  

A]er	
  more	
  than	
  twenty	
  years	
  as	
   the	
  Tuscarora	
  Township	
  Chief	
  
of	
   Police,	
   Robert	
  Wagner	
   officially	
   re@red	
   on	
   August	
   1	
   of	
   this	
  
year.	
   Stepping	
   in	
   to	
   take	
   over	
   the	
   posi@on	
   is	
   Gordon	
   Temple	
  
who	
  served	
  as	
  Sergeant	
  on	
   the	
  police	
   force	
  since	
  2010.	
   	
  Chief	
  
Temple	
   is	
   a	
   1993	
   graduate	
   of	
   Alanson	
   High	
   School	
   and	
  
graduated	
   from	
   the	
   Kirtland	
   Police	
   Academy	
   in	
   1995.	
   He	
  
worked	
  as	
  a	
  deputy	
  for	
  the	
  Emmet	
  County	
  Sheriff’s	
  Department	
  
un@l	
   1997	
   when	
   he	
   came	
   to	
   Tuscarora	
   Township	
   as	
   a	
  
patrolman.	
   In	
   addi@on	
   to	
   his	
   du@es	
   as	
   a	
   patrolman	
   Temple	
  
assisted	
   Straits	
   Area	
   Narco@cs	
   Enforcement	
   Team	
   as	
   a	
   canine	
  

handler.	
   As	
   a	
   canine	
   handler	
   Temple	
   ran	
   the	
   unit	
   for	
   eight	
   years	
   doing	
   school	
   searches	
   and	
  
assis@ng	
  other	
  departments	
   in	
  Charlevoix,	
  Emmet	
  and	
  Cheboygan	
  Coun@es.	
   	
  He	
  also	
  a`ended	
  
the	
   Michigan	
   State	
   Police	
   Detec@ve	
   School.	
   	
   Chief	
   Wagner	
   expressed	
   high	
   praise	
   for	
   his	
  
replacement.	
  	
  “I	
  am	
  confident	
  that	
  Gordon	
  will	
  conDnue	
  to	
  keep	
  the	
  force	
  on	
  the	
  cuTng	
  edge	
  
of	
  the	
  law	
  enforcement	
  field	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  an	
  example	
  to	
  other	
  agencies	
  in	
  northern	
  Michigan.”	
  
In	
   recommending	
   Temple	
   for	
   the	
   job	
  Wagner	
   stated	
   that	
   he	
  was	
   intent	
   on	
   seeing	
   a	
   seamless	
  
transi@on	
   and	
   “now	
   the	
   only	
   difference	
   in	
   the	
   department	
   is	
   that	
   it’s	
   younger	
   and	
   be`er	
  
looking.”	
  Chief	
  Temple	
  resides	
  in	
  Tuscarora	
  Township	
  and	
  is	
  married	
  with	
  three	
  children.

The	
   Indian	
   River	
   Area	
   Library	
   has	
  
reinstated	
   the	
  opening	
  hour	
   to	
  10:00	
  am	
  
as	
   of	
   July	
   1st.	
   Also,	
   as	
   we	
   con@nue	
   to	
  
provide	
  excellent	
  materials	
  for	
  all	
  ages	
  and	
  
interests,	
   you	
   will	
   no@ce	
   a	
   change	
   as	
   we	
  
are	
   now	
   Tuscarora	
   Township	
   solely.	
   All	
  
others	
  must	
  pay	
  a	
  non-­‐resident	
  fee	
  to	
  use	
  
the	
  library	
  services.	
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